	
	
	



[bookmark: _Int_4aIoQpkG] Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Council
Minutes for Parish Council Meeting

	Date
	27th January 2026

	Time
	7pm

	Attendees
	Cllr. Ann Clowes (Chair), Cllr. Tania Foster (Vice Chair), Cllr. Colette Francis, Cllr Christine Pemberton, Cllr Gareth Baker, Cllr Jamie Davis, Cllr. Philip Housley, Cllr Simon Eardley (CWaC Council), Laura Johnson, URENCO, Laura Griffiths, URENCO, Mike Jones (Clerk and RFO), Sophie (URENCO)

	Location & Details
	Capenhurst Court, Urenco




	1
	Procedural Matters:
Apologies
Apology for absence was received from Councillor Joyce Tomlinson

Declaration of Interest - 
Councillor Tania Foster declared personal interests in matters concerning contaminated ground, Peak Cluster and Brookfields
Councillor Phil Housley declared a personal interest in Peak Cluster

Minutes from previous meetings – 4.11.25, 18.11.25, 6.1.26
Subject to ‘Guiseppe’ spelling being corrected in the minutes of 4 November, all sets of minutes were approved and signed.

Resignations & vacancies
Councillor Collette Francis was welcomed back following a sabbatical.
Councillor Mark Brassington has resigned following moving out of the area
Mike Jones was confirmed as Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer.

Dates of Future Meetings & Locations
These were confirmed as (all at 7pm): 
3 March 2026 at Urenco, 
5 May 2026 Annual General Meeting at Capenhurst Village Hall, 
7 July at Urenco  
1 September at Urenco
3 November at Urenco

Notice of any urgent AOB.
None was requested.

	2
	Visiting Officers:
Borough Councillor Simon Eardley gave updates on several issues including:
· He was awaiting a response to a request for a ‘Concealed entrance’ sign near the village sign. 
· Water issues and contamination on land off Capenhurst lane. 
· Planning matters: Capeles went to Planning Committee and was approved against the objections of the Parish Council; Brookfield had been called in by Councillor Eardley on the basis of the Council’s and resident comments; Badgers Rake: Urenco would be doing community planting in February; Hayloft: a detailed email about it had been sent to Councillor Eardley and to the Chair, arguing that it is legal under an old camping and caravanning act. The removal of trees had been logged with the Borough Council too; Sale of Aviary Farm on Welsh Road: there were fly tipping concerns around the site and the sale was uncertain; 
· [bookmark: _Int_r3p1SSXk]Willaston village want to set up a parish council and one option they were considering was joining with neighbouring Councils which could include Capenhurst and Ledsham. 
· Councillor Eardley’s Member budget for 2025/2026 needed allocating by 31 January and he was willing to provide £280 for a project. (See item 9, below, for discussion)
· Peak Cluster: Councillor Eardley had attended a well attended public open session in Willaston. There was an online briefing planned for 31 January, but he suggested that the Parish Council could arrange a dedicated public meeting, although as it was regarded as national infrastructure it did not have the same restrictions as a normal planning application. he hoped that there would be a community development fund from it to benefit the community.  

	3
	Urenco Update
Laura Johnson from Urenco provided an update on relevant issues including: 
Laura Johnson from Urenco provided an update on relevant issues including:  
· New member of staff Sophie was introduced. 
· The Peak Cluster pipeline was planned to pass close to the site so Urenco were replying to the consultation with their concerns.  
· The site’s ONR (Office for Nuclear Regulation) inspector will be invited to attend the March and September PC meetings, the Environment Agency will also be invited to attend on the same dates. 
· The public address and alarm system on site would be replaced over a weekend, to replace outdated equipment and improve controls.

	4
	Members Interest forms –update
Register of Interest forms had been circulated to Councillors. The Chair asked for them to be returned to the Clerk by 10 February 2026. 

	5
	Correspondence 
The Peak Cluster general letter sent to residents had been included in the agenda. Some people had replied to it with objections. The project was at a ‘pre-application’ stage.

	6
	Members of the Public Speaking Time
A discussion took place regarding flooding of 22 acres of land off Capenhurst Lane, and access to sites to clear the drainage channels. 
There was also a discussion on fly tipping and the plans to remove it.


	7
	Planning:
- Update of Hayloft planning
The update was provided by Borough Councillor under item 2.
- Capeles- 
The update was provided by Borough Councillor under item 2.

Additional items were:
· The issue of Brookfield barn (25/03799/FUL Brookfield), a proposed redevelopment of a 7/8-bedroom property with 3 designated parking spaces, which has been called in for reconsideration by Borough Councillor Simon Eardley.
· The Lodge in Dunkirk Lane, for an agricultural worker to look after cattle. The Planning group of the Parish Council will meet before the second week in February to submit comments.  

	8
	Events review: Christmas lights switch on 
This was seen as a good event. It was not as large a scale as previously due to changes in organisers, but it had included the tree and baubles which were sponsored for the Hospice of the Good Shepherd, and the community were involved in organising and attending. The tree has now been stripped. 

	9
	Finance:
Budget approval for April 2026- March 2027
The Responsible Financial Officer presented a draft budget for approval.
This was agreed unanimously.

The Responsible Financial Officer gave the current financial position and recent transactions:
Bank balance stood at £10,310.08.
There had been no income since the last Council meeting on 18 November.
Expenditure for £75 to Cheshire Computer Company (for assistance with removing data from old computer and setting up the new laptop) had been agreed at the last meeting and had been paid: 
Regular expenditure since 18 November was:
● £34.80 in December and January for our accounting package (Scribe)
● £60.72 in December and January for our website and email provision (Easy Websites)
● £189.68 and £222 for wages
● £144 to DM Payroll (our payroll facilitator)

The precept was discussed. The outgoing RFO Councillor Tania Foster, felt that the reserves were sufficient to cover expenses without an increase. 
This was agreed unanimously.

The Responsible Financial Officer proposed having a requirement for two people to authorise any transaction on the bank account (initially outgoing RFO Councillor Tania Foster and incoming RFO Mike A Jones), and to investigate a card facility, even if that required switching bank. 

Borough Councillor Simon Eardley informed the Council that he had £280 remaining of his annual Member Budget and he was willing to provide it to the Council for a suitable project. 
The Chair suggested the planting of spring bulbs at various sites around the two parishes as a community event. Urenco officers suggested that they could offer volunteers for the event. 
It was also suggested that two damaged planters could be replaced at Capenhurst Village Green and at the school.
Dates and plants were discussed. The Clerk would draft the application.

	10
	Members Information
It was noted that weekly updates and other relevant emails from the Cheshire Association of Local Councils (ChALC) had been circulated to all Councillors, as had those from the National Association (NALC).

Emails about relevant training courses had also been circulated and all Councillors were urged to take up relevant training opportunities. 

The Police Report from PC Ellie Bennett, included with the agenda, was noted. 

An invite for the Chair or their nominated Councillor to the Buckingham Palace Garden Party was circulated. 

	11
	Members Speaking Time
- Councillors
Councillor Tania Foster informed the Council that there were mobile homes now set up on a nearby unauthorised traveller site. Councillor Simon Eardley informed the Council that Cheshire West and Chester Council (CWaC) did not have the recommended number of pitches for travellers and a new Local Plan would have provision for 120 pitches if sites for them could be identified and approved.

Councillor Christine Pemberton requested that action be taken on the graffiti at three locations includinng the railway bridge and the Capenhurst sign. It was clarified that the bridge could be sorted by a letter to Network Rail confirming the bridge number and the issue, and CWaC’s Highways Department needed to be notified about the sign.

The Chair announced the death of Des Cook who had died following a fall. 

	12
	Meeting closed
8.26 pm



	
	
	



